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Form Approved - OMB Nao. 05651-0040

FAS-930 U.8. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

{Proposal 1) Foreign Agricultural Service

TRADE ADJUSTMENT ASSISTANCE FOR FARMERS (TAAF)
PETITION FOR CERTIFICATION AND ELIGIBILITY FOR A GROUP OF PRODUCERS

NOTE: 7he following staterment /s mads in accordance with the Privacy Act of 1974 (5§ USC 5528 - as amended). The authorily for requesting the information identified
on this form is 7 CFR Part 1580 and the Amarican Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2008 (Pub. L. 111-55, The infamnation wilt he used to determine eligibiity
for benefits providet! by the Trade Adjustrment Assistance for Fsrmers program. The information collected on this form may be disclosed fo other Fedacal, State,
Locel govemment agencies, Tribai agencies, and nongovemmental entifies that have been authorized access to the information by staiute or regufation and/br
as described in applcable Routina Uses identifled in the System of Records Notice for USDAFAS/2. Providing the requasiad information is voluntary. However,
faiiure to tumish the requasted information will result in & delarmination of inoligibility for participation in the Trade Adjusiment Assistance for Farmers Program.

According to the Paperwork Redhction Act of 1095, an agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a persor is not required to respond fo, @ collection of information
unless i diaplays a valid CMB contro) number. The vafid OMB control number for this information collection is 0551-0040 The time requirad to complete this
information collection Is astimated 1o average 8 howrs per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, ssarching existing dsts sources, gathering and
maintaining the data needsd, and compieting and reviswing the collection of information. Completed petition may be submitted by fax or emakied or
delivered (o addresses fisted befow.

FAX: 202-720-0876 MAIL TO: COURIER DELIVERY
TAA for Farmers TAA for Farmers
Or: Or: | Foreign Agricultural Service Or: Foreign Agricultural Service
Stop 1021 Suite 400
USDA USDA
1400 Independence Ave., S.W. 1250 Maryiand Avenue, S.W.
adead ffas usda.qc Washington, DC 20250-1021 Washington, DC 20024
1. Name of Authorized Repre‘enuﬁve or Primary Contact 2. Name and Business Addrqss (Including Cjty, State, and Zip Cods)
Taylor Webb-Comm.Dir. Catfish Farmers of Americq | L2YLOr Webb- Communications Director
Catfish Farmers of America
3. Telsphone Number (including Area Code) 5420 I-55 N., Suite F
6012061600 Jackson, MS 33211
4. Fax Number (Including Area Code) 5. E-Mail Address
6019779632 catfishjournalth@bellsouth.net
6. This petition is made an behalf of the following producers: {Enter af least 3 nemes i filed by an individual. Organizations do not need fo enler
produce! mama)
B. C. D.
Name of Producors Mailing Address Telephone No. E-Mail Address

(Including Area Cods)

7. COMMODITY INFORMATION:

A. Description of the raw (excludes processad) agricultural commaodity. B. Competing imported Commodity's Harmonized Tariff Schedule (HTS)
(e.p., fresh raspberriss) Number (HTS can be found at. Btlp /www.usitc.gov/taffairs.htm)
U. S. Farm-Raised Catfish 2.2 cents/kg
C. This petition is for the most recent marketing year for the commodity beginning in 01/09 and ending 12/@9
(month/year) {monthvyear)

D. Check the production area of the commedity for which this petition is submitied (state, states, or national):

[] State (dentiy

[X] National State or States(list):

The U.S. Department of Agriculfure (USDA) prohibits discrimination in afl of #s programs and activites on the basis of rece, color, national arigi, age, disabifily, and whers
applicable, sex, merital status, famitial status, parental stalus, lgion, sexval orientation, political belels, genetic information, reprisal, or bacause all or part of an individual’s
income is derived tom any public sssistence progrem. (Not all prohibited beses apply to ail programs.) Persens with disablities who require allernative mesns for
communication of program information (Braifie, large peint, audiotape, etc.) shoukd contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2800 (voice and TDL).

To file a complaint of discrimination, witte to ISDA, Assistan{ Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Indepencdence Avenue,
S.W, Stop 9410, Washington, DT 20280-8410, or call tolH-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (B00) 677-8338 (TLD) or (B65) 377-8642 (Engish Federsi-relay) or (800) 845-
5136 (Spanish Federalrelay). USDA is an equal apportunity provider and empioyer.
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8. Provide one of the following for the most recent marketing year and for each of the 3 preceding marketing years: the average annual price,
production quantity, value of production, or cash receipts.

Note: Use Official date if available. The Depatment's National Agricultural Statistical Service (NASS) has national price data available for many
raw agricultural commodities. The information can te found at: www usda.govinass. You must state the source of your data. If you do not use
official data, you must provide contact information for verification purposes and supparting documentation to show how your dafta was calculated or
obtained. .

(1) 2) {3) (4)
(Check and complete only one) i Most Recent Year 1 Year Ago 2 Years Ago 3 Years Ago

A. B Average Annual Price $ 372567000 3 409998000 $ 444835000 $ 484205000

8. {1 Production Quantity

¢.[O Value of Production $ % $ $
D. [0 Cash Receipts $ $ $ $

5. Source of data entered in kems 8A ~8D:

10 Basia for requesl for adiustment assistance. Explain (or attach documnentation) how imports have affected your commodity dunng the most recent
marketing year based on at lease one of the following measures: price, quantity of production, value of production, or cash receipts. Include any
other factors that may also have cantributed to lower producer prices below:

The statistics over the last four years and beyond, show a marked and tangible negative effect by

imports on the U.S. Farm-Raised Catfish industry. As seen above, the Average Annual Price (from the

USDA-NASS), naotionally, has seen a decrease of 29.9% over the last three years. Additionally,

production quantity (in processed weight) was ot 466,100,000 1bs in 2003 down from 566,131,000 lbs

three years ago (USDA-NASS) a decrease of 17.7%.

Much of this decline can be attributed to imports from Vietnam, China, Thailand and other

countries. According to the National Marine Fisheries Service- Statistics and Economics Division,

the Average Annual Price of frozen fillets of Pangasius over the last three years (primarily from

Vietnom) has grown from $82,834,28@ to $158,214,447 a startling increase of 91%. This is despite

anti-dumping tariffs that are highlighted in attached articies. Frozen fish fillets of Ictalurus,

which are mostly coming from China have increased in Average Annual Price from $19,422,352 to
$30,722,203 in the last three years according to the National Marine Fisheries Service, a growth of

58%.

As a result of this domestic decrease in production coinciding with a large increase of imports of

catfish-like species, the catfish industry is shrinking by the day.The number of catfish operations

in the United States dropped from 1,306 January 1, 2009, to 994 on January 1, 2018, o decrease of

23% and the water surface acres used for production in thot same time period fell from 146,900

acres ta 114,808 a decline of 21.9%.

The two main causes of the struggles of the domestic catfish industry are the aforementioned

imports and high feed prices. The imports from Vietnam are, even with the antidumping tariffs,

coming in ot $1.47 a pound which is far less than the $2.91 a pound average price of domestic
catfish. The catfish-like imports are capable of such low prices due to low feed costs in their
respective countries and the ability to use banned chemicals and antibiotics that help with profits
but are dangerous to consumers and have long been banned in the United States (such as Malachite

Green) .

In summary, the decreases in the last three years of average annual price, production quantity,

number of pond operations, and acreage in the U.S. Farm-Raised Catfish Industry oll easily exceed

the 15% threshold amount required by the petition. A direct correlation between these declining
statistics and the increase of imports and their value, as shown through the National Marine

Fisheries Service, has crippled this proud industry. Please strongly consider these numbers and the

supporting articles from The Catfish Journal when making your decision.

T1A. SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZED RESPESENTATIVE | 11B. TITLE 11C. DATE SIGNED
ORP y,CONTACT (MM-DD-YYYY)
Communications Director - Catfish
‘ Farmers of America 04-14-2010

FAS REPRESENTATIVE 128. TITLE 12C. DATE PETITION FILED
(MM-ODD-YYYY)
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Trade issues —

{Continued from page 1)

lion in 2005. )

In addition to the European Union
and Russia, the Vietnamesa axportars
have been forced to seek new markets
such &s the Ukraine and Egypt, as a
result of the antidumping order.

The numbers, from every angle,
supported a strong argument for the
benefits of the order.

Had exports to the U.S. grown at
the same pace as warldwide exports,
Vistnam would currently be’export-
ing approximalely 880 million
pounds of basa and tra to the U.S.

Said  Slater, “Without the
antidumping order, Viethamese
fmport volumes would likely
increase significantly within a short
period of time. When duties are
reduced, imports grow dramaticelly.
The second this order goes away the
United States becames a very attrac-
tive market.”

With the order in place, the aver-
age price in 2008 of Vietnamese basa
exports to the United States was
higher than to any other major
Vietnamese markst. For example, the
average price to the U.S, was $1.47
per pound, while the prices to
Vietnam's largest export markets, the
European Union and Russia, were
$1.18 » pound and $.72 a pound
respactively.

Antidumping rates have become a
key focus within the antidumping
order. While same Vietnamese
exportars do have low antidumping
rates, to obtsin those low rates they
have had to raise their selling prices
in the U.S. Currently the average sell-
ing price of Vietnamese basa and tr
fillets in the U1.S. is the highest price
of any major export market.

Most Viemamese exporters are
still subject to an entidwmnping duty
rate of 63.88%. Ofentimes the only
way those exporters can get the
dumping duties down is by raising
their prices becausa they need to hire
lewyers.

It is also worth noting that if you
are a Viemamsse producer or
exporter and you do not have a rats
assigned ther when the fish hits the
border they have to make a cash
deposit of 60%. The deposit usuelly
stays in that location for 2-3 vears
while they try to get the rate down.

“It i3 important that we stay on the
folks that decide the rates becauss
every review is a chance for improve-
ment or mischief,” said Slater.

Slater explained that the work of
her law firm concerning the order is
continuous and very much ongoing,
The “maintenancs activities” that are
part of the firm's work increase with
the number of Vietnamese companies
perticipating in reviews, the nature of
the issues, and the sophistication of
the opposing counsel.

The maintenance activities are .

placed into three categories. The first
category is “review at commerce”.-

This refers to the situation where:

importers individually come in
through a formal process, are repre-
sented by counsel, submit a lot of
information, and try o show tha
they made sales which were not
dumped.

Slater said the firm then reviews
the data to make arguments about
how the dumping should ba svaluat-
ed and how the Vietnarnese producer
costs should determined.

The second category is “court
appeals of reviews”. Several court
appeals are currently pending

" Additionally, there are currently-mil-

liane of dallars of Byrd mdney at
stake in these appeals.

The third category is “anticircum-
venton™ in which they go after mis-
labeling and other forms of circum-
vention of the ordar. Those forms
include transshipment and fraudu-
lent mislebeling of country of origin
(such as Vietnamese besa shipped
theough China).

“This activity has been very inten-
sive,” said Slater. “We have 8
Vietnamese -éxporter reviews under-
way, in which all are represented by
their own lawyer, and § court appeals
ongoing.”

“The second this
order goes away
the United States
becomes a very
attractive market.”

Slater added that in September
reviews covering several more
Vietnamese exporters are going to be
initiated.

The antidumping order for
Vietnamese exports of basa and ta
madse its-debut in June of 2002 when
the CFA and a list of individual
processors filed an antidumping peti-
tion.

At that point in time imports of
frozen Vietnamese basa and tra had
gone from & very minimal number in
1899 to almost 30 million pounds in
2001. That number further increased
to around 48 million pounds in 2002.

The pond bank price was at $0.59
a pound in mid-2002 when the peti-
tion was filed and frozen fillet prices
were at $2.38 a pound. As of mid-
2009, the pond bank price was $0,763
a pound and the frozen fillet price
was at $2.91 a pound.

This past May industry leaders
such as Rendy Rhodes, joey Lowery,
Danny Welker, and Wade Renfroe tes-
tified hefore the U.S. Internstional
Trade Commission at a “sunset
review". The lobbying wes successful
as the Trade Commission agresd to
continue the anti-dumping tariffs on
imported fish products from

-Vietnam.
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CFA welcomes international trade

THE CATFISH JOURNAL

commission’s sunset determination

INDIANOQLA, Miss, ~ The Catfish
Farmers of America welcomed the
u.s. International Trade
Cammission’s (“ITC”) affirmative
determination that revocation of the
antidumpiog duty order against
frozen basa and tra fillets from the
Socialist Republic of Vietnam
would be likely to lead to continua-

tion or recurrence of material injury.

to U.S. catfish processors. As a
result of the ITC’s decision, the
antidumping duty otder against
frozen fish fillets of the pangasius

bocourt,  pangasius- Wypophthal-

mus; ‘and: pangasive " wilcronerus
88, & srred tO a8 basa, tra,

#l rernnin in effoct.

Department of Commerce conduct-
ed an expedited review, snd pub-
lished Hs final determination on
February 2, 2008, The Commerce
Departmept found thet termination
of the suspended investigation
would likely lsed to continuation or
recurrence of dumping at prices that
are approximately 37% to 64%
below fair value. The Commission’s
determination is the final step in the
sunset process.

leased aﬁdfyfi_(_m;ad by,

the “Coithinission’s. deciaion,” said

Joey Towery, Piesident of the
Catfish Farmers of América. “The
antidumping order has balped to
address unfair trade in

cerned with circuravéhtion of the
arder, we are sxtremely pléased that
the order will remain. in_placs and

raised catfish industry with an
avenue for much needed relief from
unfair trading practiges.”

The five yedr review of the
antidumping order was initiated by

the U.S. Department of Commerce

and the U.S. International Tiade
Commission on July 1, 2008. The
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contitiae to provide the V.S, farm-



